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Dear friends and mission partners,
(Peter)  The question that plays the most with us is this: ‘how 
can we shape the church in Tasiilaq and what is the church?’

Ready?
After preparing for a year and a half, in September 2014 we left for Greenland 
with a fresh desire (desire to pioneer), a call from God (both of which we 
experienced separately) and support that is needed (both in prayer and 
fi nancially). With a little bit of Danish in our pocket we ended up in the totally 
strange environment of Tasiilaq through the capital Nuuk in January 2015. Every 
step outside the door became a challenge, because you do not know where to 
go. You also do not know how to make yourself understood, while deep inside 
we had the desire to make the disarming love of God known. It is as if you have 
fully prepared for a sprint competition. Your eating pattern has changed and the 
hard training - including muscle aches - you have endured. And then you fi nally 
go towards the starting blocks. There you suddenly get stilts. Totally troubled 
you put your foot on the block, while bumping your shin into it. 
On your marks, get set...

Go!
We regularly ask ourselves whether we invest our time well. That is not always 
without doubts. “Are we not just a busy young family trying to walk on stilts?” 
Or, “could that not be done easier in the Netherlands? Does God really want us 
to put so much effort into being a family here that can barely make themselves 
understood?” It just comes across as clumsy. But then we see how God has 
released a person from depression, another one’s marriage is saved and 
multiple others who tells us they are getting to know Jesus better. But also, 
people who promise and do not do. Or someone who died young, while we 
prayed so much. Or a friend who has completely fallen into alcoholism and lost 
the care for her children in that way. It is so double.

Dear friends, it is not a boring life that we have. It is an extraordinary 
privilege to experience how many people support the work we are 
doing! Thank you very much to everyone who has supported us in 
the past year! It is because of that support, that we can live out and 
spread God’s love among the Greenlanders. There is more great 
news: we fi nally got a new visa! This new type of visa opens the 
way to being able to live in Greenland for much longer.

Family news
(Katharina) Since mid-October, Cora is 
also going to the same nursery as Joël. 
She enjoys to be there in the morning. 
And I’m looking forward to invest 
this new free time in relationships 
and other activities. A few times I 
have now agreed with two women to 
meet and pray together. Learning the 
Greenlandic language is still a priority 
and we have to invest a lot of time.

Finally, other great news: a new 
relationship is expected to come into 
our family! Yes, indeed, we are looking 
forward to the arrival of our third child 
by the end of March. Joël thinks it 
should be a boy this time, because 
another girl would be a bit much. ;)
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Relationship, relationship, relationship
The Sunday services and Bible school are valuable and nurture the relationship with God. 
But this is not everything. Our relationship with God must express itself in the mutual 
relationships and that is a big challenge. Among the Greenlanders is much injury on 
relational aspect. There is a great need for solid and healthy relationships. This topic has 
become a special point of attention for us.

Building relationships
(Katharina) Investing in a small group of people, that’s what God spoke to us two years ago. 
We started to meet with a couple every week to pray for Tasiilaq, each other and the people around 
us. It was our expectation that together we could grow and give form to the faith community here. 
Now two years later we unfortunately see that this relationship has dried up. Not that there has been a 
quarrel between us, but unfortunately we have not been able to build up the close relationship in which 
we can go through diffi cult times together. 

Because of the personal problems that play in their lives, the couple regrettably retired and moved 
away. Likewise, we see that other people come and go. This raises questions and as far as we 
invested in the relationships, this hurts us. On the other hand, we see how other relationships deepen. 
I see more and more what an important part of our work it is to invite people to eat together. 
That connects people with each other. Fortunately, my cooking skills here are good enough, but I 
noticed how happy our friends were when we had Greenlandic food on the table with Peter’s birthday. 
We had (self) dried whale and cod, picked berries, cooked salmon and they could not get their hands 
of the raw, still frozen halibut. On that evening, I think a new openness came between the 
two present families.
 
Building relationships brings joy, while it sometimes goes frustratingly slow. Because we also want to 
see powerful breakthroughs... Unfortunately, they are not always there. But only in relationship with 
each other, can we continue to grow towards the community that God has in mind for Tasiilaq. We 
continue to look for what God can do and wants to do! Christmas reminds us of this, Jesus is born 
and heaven is very close!

We wish you this Christmas time may be a time of hope and expectation!

Merry Christmas and warm greetings,

Peter, Katharina, Joël and Cora
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