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Dear friends,
Then all of a sudden I wake up around 02:00 “it’s going to 
happen!” Two hours later there is a brand new daughter in 

our arms! Her name is Leni, which means torch, 
sparkling or radiant. She was born on March 

22nd.

(Peter) In addition to the intense time of the birth 
of our daughter, we also experienced how there is 
pressure on the small faith community. We knew a 
short period of sudden activity. Around 7-8 people 
came to faith, while God helped us with miracles. 
For example, someone had back problems and 
they immediately left after prayer. But then comes 
the question: “Do you follow Me”? And then we see 
that most of them draw back. The opposition that 
suddenly comes to them easily stops people. As a 
result, in the Bible school we studied the first letter of 

Peter. In about ten lessons we learned about standing 
firm in opposition. People were encouraged and able to see themselves in this 
letter. Once I asked how people experience persecution:

A man replies: “There are those who laugh at us and talk badly about us. They 
no longer greet us warmly. We have lost the friends with whom we always 
drank. They say that they themselves are also Christian and whether we are 
better than them now ... But we also have other friends in their place.”
A woman replies: “Someone had come to the Bible school a few times, but after 
returning home, her husband became angry with her. He was drunk and told 
her that we have a different faith. And that he did not trust her that 
she had really been there, but perhaps somewhere else. She 
is no longer coming”.

These are just examples of the kind of resistance that 
we experience here. You will understand that prayer is 
essential in this! Will you pray that in this isolated, dark 
place, the light of Christ will break through?

Different activities
In the meantime, there are also other things going on. I am 
trying to see if we can keep quails here, because the prices are 
terribly high for eggs. I also look together with someone else for 
possibilities to grow carrots and lettuce. If we put that up a bit bigger, 
this could also result in a job for someone and much cheaper 
vegetables for the village. In this season, the price for a bag of 
carrots of 500 grams is about 8 euros. 

Family news
(Thinka) “It’s a girl!” I heard Peter say. It is 
great to welcome Leni in our family. She 
is already 6 weeks old and is growing 
beautifully. We also look back positively 
to the birth. Even though the afternoon 
before the birth was exciting. I was told 
that the (only) midwife had left urgently, 
while a replacement midwife would only 
fly in after a few days. So there was no 
midwife and I was at the moment of 
giving birth. There were a number of 
birth helpers who could accompany a 
birth. That night was the time when Leni 
was born. Everything went well and we 
are happy with the friendly Greenlandic 
helper who was there.
The first two weeks after the birth 
were quite difficult because we all 
became sick. We were so happy that 
my mother had come to help us! We 
would not know how we would have 
gone through it without her. There was 

also a storm in Tasiilaq and suddenly 
within 3 days 2 meters of snow 

fell - that meant that Peter had to 
close up the windows with wood 
and always had to scoop snow, 
even though he was ill.
Joël and Cora really love their 
sister. It is so cute to see how 

tender Joël looks at her while 
he holds her and rubs his cheek 

against her and how Cora keeps giving 
her kisses ...
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And we are still working on a missions house. We have a piece of land in mind that we could get if we 
can hand over both a good building plan and a plan for financing to the local municipality. This must be 
done before the end of August.

We are also on our way to officially join the accredited Pentecostal Church of Greenland. 
This municipality has several churches on the west coast and it was in Nuuk that we lived 
in their church building when we started our work. It is important that we officially belong 
somewhere, so that we are ‘recognizable’ and that people can join. This makes it more 
like a Greenlandic church and we are not ‘some unknown group of people’.

Challenging
We still have a big challenge in which we continue to progress. As communicated in an 
update, we need an amount of around 12,000 Euro for taxes. We want to catch up this year, 
so that next year we do not have to pay a lot of interest. Meanwhile we already have more 
than half. That is amazing! If you want to support us in this, we thank you very much. We were 
temporarily helped in our liquidity, so the payment was made before the beginning of 
May (as was necessary), but the other half still has to come. Do you pray too?

Finally, we have another “Pain of the heart” course planned for May, which was 
beautifully received last year. It is a pastoral course where everything is done in 
Greenlandic. That is very valuable! The pastor, Brian Wind, comes from the west coast. 
Last year there were 11 people where everyone could start to experience the healing of 
severe pain. I do not believe that we have ever experienced a spiritually more intense 
time. God was healing deeply in the hearts of people and we are now looking forward 
to what God is going to do.

We wish you Gods peace and joy!

Peter and Katharina 

For sponsoring:
Globe Mission
Evangelische Bank
IBAN DE20 5206 0410 0004 0022 53
Subject: “Project 99 - De Graaf” or “Project 486 - missionhouse” 

Peter and Katharina de Graaf • Box 99 • 3913 Tasiilaq • Greenland • Email: info@lightingreenland.com

SNOW!

A visit

With the
birth helper


