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Fishermen 
on the ice

Dear friends and mission partners,
(Peter) “I don’t know if the ice is strong enough”, I was told 
while we were walking on it. In a distance I saw the usual 
group of people fishing on the ice, but where we walked the 
ice looked somewhat weaker. It turned out to be no problem, 
we did not break through. Reliability is quite valuable...

Reliabillity
Actually reliability is very important for me. It reflects how God treats 

us and it is even a quality that Jesus mentions when He talks about 
rewarding people (e.g. in Matt. 24:45-47). I aim to be reliable in my 
words and deeds. I like it to reflect God in this way. And then it 
comes to my mind again how much attention we gave in our news-
letters to the “big yellow house”. It has – at least for me - become 

something like a phrase. Is it still going to happen? “Yes, the papers 
are on their way to the notary in Nuuk”, we had been told. But the last 

three months we have not heard any news. At the moment I cannot give 
more information on the topic and it feels a bit like I have let you as sup-

porters down. Did we not hear from God? Were we mistaken? Questions that 
do not necessarily lead to a negative conclusion. But these questi- ons exist. It 
was quite a struggle that brought me back to the question what we can do now 
already. In what way can we invest in spiritual growth now, while we actively 
trust God that He will give to the church what it needs and when it needs it? We 
expect that a building will be part of that. Please pray with us for the strengthe-
ning of the church here in Tasiilaq.

Walking with Jesus brings healing
(Peter) Together with three women Katharina started a pastoral self-help cour-
se. “It is like you open up hell”, she said at a given moment. The misery is so 
intense that it is difficult to see where to begin. Suicide, abuse and alcoholism 
are easily mentioned as joint problems and we do not know anyone(!) that has 
been spared by these in his direct family. In a group setting the course goes 
in 12 weeks through the painful experiences of the past in order to gradually 
experience the freedom that Jesus has promised. The participating women go 
through a tough process at the moment. The course is also very intense for 
Katharina. Also because so far she had to spend about 18 hours a week on 
translating the course material (English-Danish). That was not efficient becau-
se Danish is not the heart language of the participants, neither is it Katharina’s. 
We found two translators who are now working on translating everything into 
East Green-landic. Please pray for them. They are also really challenged by 
the content.

Family news: pregnancy
(Katharina) In the meantime we have 
decided to give birth to our second child 
here in Tasiilaq. “If the medical care was 
good enough?” we are often asked. A 
year ago I actually could not have ima-
gined delivering here. Now I can. What 
has changed then? To be honest I can-
not really put the finger on that. Maybe 
we just feel more and more at home 
here. While thinking about it we also re-
alized that it would be quite stressful to 
travel to the Netherlands for the delivery. 
And stress is really what you don’t want 
around birth, right? If there are no com- 
plications during the pregnancy all wo-
men from Tasiilaq and the surrounding 
villages give birth in the hospital here. 
There is even a bath that can be used 
during labor and delivery! The midwife 
has a lot of experience and if for some 
reasons a cesarean should be neces-
sary it can be done in the clinic here as 
well. By now I also feel comfortable with 
the prenatal care here. In the beginning 
I needed to get used to how little the 
pregnancy was taken care of. From the 
Netherlands I was used to more exami-
nation. But obviously that is not really 
needed when the pregnancy develops 
healthy. We are thankful that both the 
baby and I are doing really well and trust 
that everything will continue that way. 
And maybe we will then take our new 
family member to the Netherlands and 
Germany at the end of 
the year.

Soon we will 
  be with 4!
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After the 
sunday service What we are working on this year?

(Peter) There is so much to do that we have to keep in mind what God 
wants us to do here. Some of you know Isaiah 61 inside out. It comes 

down to healing broken hearts, proclaiming liberty to the captives and 
opening the prison of those who are bound. We continue the work that 
Jesus Christ himself did. The message is simple, Jesus’ commission 
is clear and Gods love and power unlimited. But what do we focus on 
specifically? Discipleship through the sunday services and the weekly 

bible school, which have become an inherent part of the work. There are 
a handful of people that are determined and keep coming. That gives us 

the opportunity to go deeper. Pastoral care will be key this year. The course 
Katharina is giving now feeds into this area and in the second half of the year 

we want to facilitate another counseling course that can be given in Greenlandic. Building 
relationships keeps being an important part of our work. On Sunday evenings we pray 
together with another couple and every week we invite people to come and eat together. 
We also want to start up the local radio work later this year. And the idea of an evangelistic 
campaign, like a healing service for example, also keeps bubbling inside me...

Finances
(Peter) Now that we have been living in Greenland for the whole of 2015 it is good to review 
the area of finances. We have clearly experienced how God, through many different people, 
always provided in everything we needed. On a year basis we have spent € 2.500 more 
than the budget, mainly for groceries. But we have also received this in additional gifts. For 
2016 we will need 18% more for our budget. That is due to the second baby we are expec-
ting, additional flight tickets and we also want to start to care about our retirement provision. 
Would you consider supporting us in this area? A big thank you in advance!There are also 
costs involved in the earlier mentioned translation work for the pastoral course Katharina is 
running; € 1.750 (13.000 DKK) in total. If you want to invest in this project you can wire a gift 
to the account mentioned below, using the subject “Project 99 – translation”. The Greenlan-
dic material will be very valuable in the further work here.

Much love,

Peter, Katharina and Joël

The women who parti-cipate in the course


